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Examiner's Amendment 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Reitseng Lin on 9/9/2009. 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for representing menu buttons in a menu for 
controlling the presentation of video data stored on a storage medium, the menu 
buttons having one out of three states, the states being normal, selected or activated, 
wherein the video data are presented on a display according to a given video frame 
rate, the method comprising the steps of 

- retrieving from said storage medium data describing the menu buttons, the data 
comprising, for each button, image data , wherein said data describing the menu 
buttons further comprise two identifiers that specify a range of regions per button 
state, and each of the two identifiers addresses a button image of said sequence 
of pictures and each button image is addressable through at least one of said 
identifiers : 

- retrieving from said storage medium a value representing a relative rate for 
animating a sequence of pictures, wherein the rate is relative with respect to the 
video frame rate and is an integer fraction of the video frame rate : 
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- setting, according to said retrieved value, the rate for animating sequences of 
pictures: and 

- representing the menu buttons on said display, wherein a menu button is 
represented by different images corresponding to different image data depending 
on its state being normal, selected or activated, and wherein the image data 
representing a particular menu button state includes a sequence of pictures, the 
sequence of pictures being animated according to said relative rate. 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein, for a particular 
state of a menu button, said sequence of pictures representing said button is repeated 
as long as the button remains in particular state. 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein a sound or 
sound sequence is associated to a particular state of a particular menu button, the 
sound or sound sequence being played back upon entry of the button into the 
associated state. 
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6. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 5, wherein the sound 
associated with a state of a menu button is a speech sequence. 

7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein said storage 
medium comprises a data segment defining a page composition, the data segment 
containing said data representing the menu buttons and said value representing a rate 
for animating a sequence of pictures. 

9. (Cancelled) 

10. (Previously Presented) An apparatus for displaying a menu on a screen, the menu 
being controlled by menu data read from a storage medium and the menu comprising 
menu buttons, the apparatus being adapted for representing the menu buttons as 
claimed in the method of claim 1 . 

11. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as claimed in claim 10, wherein for a 
particular state the sequence of pictures representing a button is repeated as long as 
the button remains in its state. 
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12. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as claimed in claim 10, wherein a sound or 
sound sequence are associated to a particular state of a particular menu button, the 
sound or sound sequence being played back upon entry of the button into the 
associated state. 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as claimed in claim 10, wherein the 
apparatus retrieves from said storage medium a data segment defining a menu page 
composition, the data segment containing said data representing the menu buttons and 
said value representing a rate for animating a sequence of pictures. 

15. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as claimed in claim 10, wherein the data 
segment comprises sound data for a sound associated to a particular state of a 
particular menu button. 

16-21. (Cancelled) 

22. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said relative rate 
at which the sequence of pictures is animated i s an i nteger fract i on of the v i deo frame 
rat e and is lower than the video frame rate. 
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23. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as claimed in claim 10, wherein the 
apparatus further comprises means for setting, according to said retrieved value, the 
rate for animating sequences of pictures. 

24. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as claimed in claim 10, wherein said 
relative rate at which the sequence of pictures is animated is an integer fraction of the 
video frame rate and is lower than the video frame rate. 

25. (Previously Presented) A storage medium being adapted for being readable by an 
apparatus as claimed in claim 10. 

Reasons for Allowance 

1 . Amendment to include the limitations from the cancelled claims 17, 18, 21 and 
the feature of the relative rate being an integer fraction of the video frame rate in claim 
22 into Independent claim of 1 , specifies a method, which now further require: 

wherein said data describing the menu buttons further comprise two identifiers that 
specify a range of regions per button state, and each of the two identifiers 
addresses a button image of said sequence of pictures and each button image is 
addressable through at least one of said identifiers; 

wherein the rate is relative with respect to the video frame rate and is an integer 
fraction of the video frame rate; and 
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setting, according to said retrieved value, the rate for animating sequences of 
pictures; 

The amendment of independent claims 1 (method) combines the above recited 
limitations, along with the features already present in the claim. 

2. The combined features, both amended and already present, overcome the cited 
references of Toot , and Franklin , and are not found in the art. 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew Belousov whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1695. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (alternate Fri off) EST. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dennis Chow can be reached on (571) 272-7767. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-3800. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Steven P Sax/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2174 
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9/9/2009 



